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the press was full of flattering accounts of his ability and
achievements* When I chaffed him that his head would be
turned, he replied that I need have no fear of that. The main
thing was to do one's best to beat the enemy, and the prob-
lem of how best to accomplish that end was enough to keep
any man fully occupied. On the nth of January he was de-
corated with the order of Grand Officier Legion d'Honneur.
He was very proud to receive the honour, but remarked
that the British soldier did not fight for decorations but for
his country. He pointed out that people at home were just
beginning to realise the effect of the stand made by the ist
Corps at Ypres. In his opinion it saved England. If this
stand had not been made, the Germans would have reached
the Channel ports and made the work of the Navy well-
nigh impossible.

General Hobbs came to see me while he was on a few
days' leave and I showed him all Douglas's diaries, which
I typed out myself as they were received. On his return
to France he paid me such a nice compliment, which Douglas
duly passed on. He told Douglas that I was a splendid
secretary and that "really nothing could be more business-
like than the way I had all his papers and diaries arranged".
Douglas said that he knew better than anyone else what I
did and that I deserved the praise many times over.

I had presumed to congratulate Douglas on his plans for
attacking "the triangle", but whilst he thanked me for my
congratulatory remarks he again gave all the credit to
the staffs of the ist Corps and ist Division. He allowed,
however, that he did insist on thorough preparation and
reconnaissance beforehand and that, thanks to such prepara-
tion, they had taken "the triangle" observation post without
the loss of a single man. They had, however, to retire from
the post three days later.

All through the war, no matter how busy he was,
Douglas never failed to demand to know all about the
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